
 

 

1. Read up on cohousing. We like the book, “Creating Cohousing” by Kathryn McCamant. Two great 
online resources are The Cohousing Association of the United States and Cohousing Solutions. 

2. Visit the website of our nonprofit sponsor, Our Home, Inclusive Community Collaborative. There you 
can learn a ton about our community, Our Home – Cathedral Park, our people and partners, our values, 
and our goal to create an inclusive and diverse, supportive, intergenerational community together. 
Check out the FAQ page while you are there! 
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Deciding on a new home and community is no small undertaking. Through a series of 
manageable steps, we want you to be able to gain all the information that you need to know 
about Our Home – Cathedral Park and get as excited as we are about our inclusive and diverse 
cohousing community. We look forward to getting to know you and for you to get to know us.  

Here’s an overview of the Steps to Becoming an OHCP Neighbor:

Learn About Cohousing and Our Home – Cathedral Park : Understand the 
basics of cohousing and OHCP’s values and focus. 

Become an Explorer Member : Dig deeper into who we are as a community, our 
history and our vision. Get to know us! Gain a better understanding the advantages 
of living as a part of an inclusive and diverse cohousing community and of your role 
in becoming a member—both financially, and as an active participant in the 
development, organization, and future success of the community. 

Become an Equity Member : Take your place as a participating partner by 
sharing your skills, passion, and financial commitment that will make our shared 
vision of an inclusive and diverse cohousing community come true. 

❶

❷

❸

First Steps  
Learn About Cohousing and Our Home – Cathedral Park ❶

Steps to Becoming an  
Our Home – Cathedral Park Neighbor

http://www.cohousing.org
http://www.cohousing-solutions.com
https://www.ourhomeicc.org/about-our-home-inclusive-community-collaborative/
https://www.ourhomeicc.org/about-our-home-inclusive-community-collaborative/faqs-about-our-home-inclusive-community-collaborative/


3. While on our website, please click the Contact Us button to be added to our newsletter and update list. 
Share with us who you are, and what you are looking for in a community!  

4. Connect with us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

5. Contact a Founding Neighbor to set up a virtual chat. We would love an opportunity to answer your 
questions and learn more about what you are looking for in a home and a community. Access our intake 
questions through our website, or email info@ourhomecathedralpark.com to get started.  

6. Register for one of our virtual Learn About Our Home – Cathedral Park Zoom sessions. In this 
session, you’ll have a chance to learn all about OHCP, meet a few of the OHCP neighbors, and ask more 
specific questions.  

Do you feel like Our Home — Cathedral Park might be home for you and want to know more? This would be 
the time to join OHCP as an Explorer Member. As an Explorer Member, you’ll get to know the community, 
teach us about you, learn about the amazing things our community has accomplished so far, and what’s 
waiting for your expertise and participation, dig into the specifics of the financial requirements from all of 
our OHCP members, and explore mortgage and subsidy options. Required steps in bold. 

1. Register for and attend our virtual Explorer Member Zoom session. 

2. After our Zoom session, become an Explorer Member by reaching out to our membership team at 
membershipteam@ourhomecathedralpark.com. We will send you our Explorer Member intake 
questionnaire. Please fill it out and return it to us. Explorer Membership gives you the opportunity to 
find out more about Our Home – Cathedral Park, get to know our community, and teach us about you. 

3. To be an Explorer Member there is a $100 Explorer fee*. Please mail your check made out to Platypus 
Community, LLC to Alicia DeLashmutt, 6107 North Burrage Ave, Portland, OR  97217. The Explorer 
Member fee secures your Explorer Membership for up to 90 days and gives you access to our 
community members for questions, an opportunity to attend development and business meetings, 
review our community and development documents, and join us at our community social events.  

*Note: The $100 Explorer fee is nonrefundable. We ask that you remain an Explorer Member for no less than 30 
days to allow you to get to know the community and for us to get to know you before applying for Equity 
Membership. Should you decide to take the additional steps to become an Equity Member (more on that 
below) before the end of your 90-day period, your Explorer Fee will be applied to your $250 Equity 
Membership Fee. Should you exceed the 90-day period, your Explorer Member status will end, and your $100 
Explorer Member Fee will be forfeited to be used for project expenses. Need a little more time? You are 
welcome to a second 90-day round as an Explorer Member by submitting a second, nonrefundable $100 
Explorer Fee. We encourage our Explorer Members not to exceed 180 days total. Please let us know if you need 
more time due to extenuating circumstances. 

4. We will schedule a 1:1 orientation meeting (virtually for now) where you can learn more about the 
details of our community, values, development, investment structure, steps to membership and 
reserving your home, member benefits, financial and participation commitments, and more. 
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Next Steps  
Become an Explorer Member ❷

https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/OurHomeICC/
https://www.instagram.com/ourhome.icc/
https://twitter.com/OurHomeICC
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park-2/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/our-home-cathedral-park-explorer-member-orientation/
mailto:membershipteam@ourhomecathedralpark.com?subject=Explorer%20Membership


5. We’ll assign an OHCP Buddy to you to help answer questions and share about OHCP! 

6. Now is the time to explore your options to purchase your new home either as a cash sale, mortgage, or 
permanently subsidized unit for those that income qualify. This step is vital to ensure that when units 
become available for sale, we are all ready to purchase. Talk with one of our Finance Team members 
for an overview of our financial structure and what commitments and responsibilities would be 
needed from you. 

7. Think you might qualify for a subsidized unit?* OHCP is working to have a number of our studio, 1-
bedroom, and 2-bedroom units, permanently affordable to members who income qualify. Our intent is 
to offer a range of units from 50–100% of Median Family Income. Our subsidized units will be 
coordinated through our partners at Proud Ground. Please contact Katie Ulrich at Proud Ground to see 
if you are eligible.  

*Requirements for Equity Membership will be individualized for members who are qualified to purchase 
subsidized units.  

8. From out of town? For our out-of-towners, we ask that you either have some familiarity with Portland or 
try to visit Portland during the term of your Explorer Membership. 

9. As an Explorer Member we ask that you go through this checklist in order to get to know us and let us 
learn about you as well. (If you need accommodations or assistance, please don’t hesitate to ask an OHCP 
Founding Member or your OHCP Buddy and ALWAYS feel free to ask!) 

A. If you haven’t already, please fill out the short Contact Form on our website. 

B. Read our website, FAQs, and newsletter archive. 

C. Visit the project site, explore the neighborhood, or view details online.   

D. Attend OHCP community social events—please share about yourself, participate and ask questions! We 
suggest you meet as many members as possible as an Explorer Member—we want to know you! 

E. Attend and participate in a community business and meeting—please feel free to propose your ideas and 
share your opinions; but be aware that until you are an Equity Member, you won’t be able to vote on or 
block a proposal. 

F. Access our Explorer’s Only portal on our website—poke around! 

G. Gain an understanding of the OHCP development structure, financial makeup, development partners, and 
nonprofit sponsor. 

H. Participate in our community trainings, such as building and community design and governance/process 
workshops. 

I. Observe a development and marketing meeting. This can either be live during one of our Zoom calls or 
by reviewing one of our recorded meetings. 

J. Work with your assigned OHCP Buddy to understand our project’s history, previous decisions, and learn 
how to participate in our decision-making process. 

K. Read through the Our Home—Cathedral Park Handbook for New Members. 

L. Participate in a committee of your choosing. (Current committees are: Marketing and Outreach, Building 
Development, Conflict Resolution / How do we Talk Together, Finance and Business, Governance / Process 
/ Legal). 

10. After a minimum of 30 days as an Explorer Member and participation in all of the above, you are 
eligible to apply for Equity Membership!  
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mailto:katie@proudground.org?subject=Subsidized%20OHCP%20units
https://www.ourhomeicc.org/contact-us/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park/faqs-about-our-home-cathedral-park/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park/history-newsletters/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park/location/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park/development-timeline/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park/our-financial-structure/
https://www.ourhomecathedralpark.com/learn-about-our-home-cathedral-park/our-professional-partners/
https://www.ourhomeicc.org/about-our-home-inclusive-community-collaborative/


If you feel like you are home, found your people, your place, and the way of life that you have dreamed 
about, now is the time to consider becoming an Equity Member. Equity Membership avails you the option 
of early member discounts and opens up the opportunity to participate in our community and building 
design, committee development, and governance structure. Equity Membership also secures your place in 
our seniority queue and determines your place in line when it comes time to choose your unit (unit 
selection takes place once we start construction). Now, how do we make this happen? 

1. If, after a minimum of 30 days as an Explorer Member, you decide OHCP is home for you, let your 
OHCP Buddy or one of the Membership Committee folks know.  

2. We’ll send you our Equity Member Application and Financial Commitment form. Please review, sign, 
and return to membershipteam@ourhomecathedralpark.com.  

3. We’ll schedule a virtual Let’s talk! interview with the members of your household and our membership 
Committee to discuss the steps of becoming an Equity Member.  

A. The Let’s Talk! interview is the time to get to know each other better. We would like to invite all the 
members of your household to sit down together with our Membership Committee. This may be virtual, at 
a safe distance, or over coffee depending on the current health guidelines. We are guessing that you have 
questions about us, and we want to make sure we take the opportunity to get to know you as well. We will 
send you a list of questions ahead of time that we will be asking everyone interested in equity 
membership. This time together will help us all determine if we are a good fit as a future community.  

B. The decision to bring in a new OHCP Equity Member is made by our Founding Members, all existing 
Equity Members and our Mission Manager Member. We are all working together to make sure our 
community at OHCP is as strong as possible. It’s a possibility that not everyone will be a fit for our 
community. We hope you are. The sit-down interview is an important step, as we thoughtfully build our 
inclusive and diverse community. 

C. Potential interview outcomes:   
1) Hey, we are a great fit! Let’s move on with the Equity Membership steps! 
2) We have some questions / concerns. Let’s discuss. 
3) We collaboratively determine that we aren’t an optimum fit. No worries, that happens! If we can be of 

assistance, we will happily help you find a few other cohousing possibilities. 

4. If we all decide after our Let’s talk! interview that it’s time to move forward with equity membership, 
you’ll connect with a member of our Legal and Finance Team. They will review the required 
documents with you (including the Financial Disclosure Documents) and the financial expectations of 
being an Equity Member.  

For the benefit of our construction lender and our community, we ask that you provide either a pre-
qualification statement for a mortgage from a bank or mortgage lender, or share your financial plan to 
confirm that you have the ability and an identified pathway to purchase a unit at OHCP. 

Please review and agree to the current Equity Member investment expectations. An estimated schedule of 
your loan amounts will be provided in advance by our Development and Financial Team.  

5. After confirming your pathway to purchase an OHCP unit, completion of the Financial Disclosures, and 
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The Exciting Step  
Become an Explorer Member ❸

mailto:membershipteam@ourhomecathedralpark.com?subject=Moving%20from%20Explorer%20to%20Equity%20Member!%20
mailto:membershipteam@ourhomecathedralpark.com?subject=Equity%20Member%20Application%20and%20Financial%20Commitment%20form


agreeing to meet financial expectations once you become an Equity Member, you will receive an 
invitation to join Our Home – Cathedral Park and our development entity Platypus Community, LLC. 

6. We’ll provide the Platypus Community, LLC Operating Agreement for your review.  

7. You will be asked to pay an Equity Membership Fee of $250 (check payable to Platypus Community, 
LLC). Your Explorer Fee(s) will be credited to our Equity Membership Fee, so you will need to only write 
the check for either $150 or $50 accordingly. Your membership fee will be your capital contribution to 
our development entity, Platypus Community, LLC and NOT credited toward your home purchase. 
Upon final approval of the Equity Membership process, this fee will act to secure your membership, 
participation, and voting rights in our development entity, Platypus Community, LLC.  

8. Within 30 days of paying your Equity Membership Fee, we ask you begin your financial participation in 
the development of Our Home – Cathedral Park by investing a minimum of $5,000 in the form of an 
unsecured, 0% loan in our development entity, Platypus Community, LLC (check payable to Platypus 
Community, LLC). You will receive a promissory note for these funds and future equity contributions. 

The date of this first equity contribution determines your place in our seniority queue and your place in line to 
choose your unit (unit selection takes place once we start construction). 

Each member of PCLLC is required to invest a sum equal to 20% of the cost of their preferred unit type 
before the start of construction and meet the timing of all cash calls for these funds. This investment, and 
all other future investments up to 20% of the cost of your unit, become part of your down payment toward your 
unit purchase. If you are joining after construction has begun, you will meet with a member of our Financial 
Team to set up a down payment schedule to bring your investment up to 20% as quickly as possible. These 
funds will be used to fund the pre-construction, equity requirements for our construction loan, and ongoing 
construction costs of OHCP. You will receive a promissory note for these investments. It is the intention of PCLLC 
that these investments will be credited towards the down payment for your home.   

Early investors may be eligible for early member discounts on home purchase at close. Please discuss this with 
the OHCP Financial Committee if interested. 

Exceptions pertaining to a less than 20% loan contribution may be available to families who qualify based on 
individual financial need and availability of financial assistance. If interested, please discuss this with one of our 
Financial Team. 

In addition to the required 20% loan, there is an opportunity to invest additional funds to help benefit the OHCP 
build. If you are interested in supporting OHCP in this manner, please discuss this opportunity with the OHCP 
Financial Committee.  

9. As an Equity Member, it is asked that you will: 

Participate! This is a key part of the success of the OHCP community and your experience as an OHCP 
community member! We encourage everyone to participate based on their interests, strengths, and abilities. As 
an Equity Member, you are a vital member of the OHCP community, a decision maker, committee participant, 
and financial contributor. You are encouraged to be involved with OHCP decision making and all of our 
business meetings to the best of your ability.  

If you aren’t already involved with one (or more!) of our committees, please meet with a Founding Neighbor to 
explore your skills and interests and find the best way for you to employ them. We rely on the voices and input 
of all of our neighbors to build a successful and connected community. Examples of potential committees: 
Social, Marketing and Outreach, Building Development, Conflict Resolution / How do we Talk Together, Finance 
and Business, Governance / Process / Legal Marketing, Community Building, Events / Meetings, Technology, 
Building, Finance, and Food and Fun!    
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10. Please plan to join in on all workshops involving governance and decision-making 

11. For those who join OHCP subsequent to major planning workshops, we ask that you review orientation 
materials that summarize the content of the workshops that have already taken place—help us to move 
forward, not backwards! 

If you have any questions about our financial structure or the required Equity Member 
investments, please let us know and we will make sure that your questions are answered! 

12. Once all of the above steps are completed: 

We will approve your Equity Membership as per the PCLLC Operating Agreement, and a representing OHCP 
member will sign your Equity Membership Application. 

You will sign the Platypus Community, LLC Operating Agreement, and become a voting Member of Platypus 
Community, LLC. 

“But wait, what happens if I need to leave OHCP before it is complete?” If circumstances present themselves where you 
choose to leave OHCP before completion and choose not to purchase a unit at OCHP, your $100 Explorer Fee and 
$150 Equity Membership Fee will be forfeited to the general funds of the project. Funds currently invested in PCLC will 
remain in the LLC until the last unit sale is complete. At this time, your investment funds will be returned to you with a 
nominal interest rate started from the date of your official termination with the OHCP project.  

Questions / concerns / thoughts? Please feel free to reach out to one of our Founding Neighbors at 
info@ourhomecathedralpark.com. 
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CONGRATULATIONS!  
Welcome to Our Home – Cathedral Park!!

mailto:info@ourhomecathedralpark.com

